THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
available for his own use. Moreover, as the season was advancing,
many more airfields became available to him as the weather
improved and dried them up. It was evident, therefore, that the
attack upon Crete, if it were made, would be primarily an air-borne
attack, for which, again, a vastly superior hostile air force would
be available.
The question then arose as to whether we should try to defend
Crete or yield it without a fight.    No one who bears any responsi-
bility for the decision to defend Crete was ignorant of the fact that
conditions permitted of only the most meagre British air support
to be provided for our troops in the island or for our Fleet operating
round the island.    It was not a fact that dawned upon the military
and other authorities after the decision had been taken ; it was the
foundation of a difficult and harsh choice, as I shall show.    The
choice was: Should Crete be defended without effective air support,
or should the Germans be permitted to occupy it without opposition ?
There are some, I see, who say that we should never fight without
superior or at least ample air support and ask when will this lesson
be learned ?   But suppose you cannot have it ?   The questions
which have to be settled are not always questions between what is
good and bad; very often it is a choice between two very terrible
alternatives.     Must you, if you cannot have this essential and
desirable air support, yield important key points, one after another ?
There are others who have said to me, and I have seen it in the
newspapers, that you should defend no place that you cannot be
sure you can hold.    Then, one must ask, can one ever be sure how
the battle will develop before it has ever been fought ?   If this
principle of not defending any place you cannot be sure of holding
were adopted, would not the enemy be able to make an unlimited
number of valuable conquests without any fighting at all ? Where
would you make a stand and engage them with resolution ?  The
further question arises as to what would happen if you allowed the
enemy to advance and overrun, without cost to himself, the most
precious and valuable strategic points ?   Suppose we had never
gone to Greece and had never attempted to defend Crete.   Where
would the Germans be now ?   Suppose we had, simply resigned
territory and strategic islands to them without a fight.   Might they
notj at this early stage of the campaign in 1941, already be masters
of Syria and Iraq and preparing themselves for an advance into
Persia ?
The Germans in this war have gained many victories* They
have easily overrun great countries and beaten clown strong Powers
with little resistance offered to them. It is not only a question of
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